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ALCHEMY & INQUIRY: PHILIP TAAFFE,  FRED TOMASELLI,  

TERRY WINTERS 
Exhibition Underscores the Influences of Nature in New Works by Three Prominent Artists 

Wave Hill Glyndor Gallery, April 3−June 19, 2011 

Exhibition Reception, June 12, 1−4PM 

 
Bronx, NY, February 23, 2011–  Alchemy & Inquiry underscores the sense of transformation and discovery that 

unites the work of Philip Taaffe, Fred Tomaselli and Terry Winters, and situates their dynamic energy within 

the experience of nature. Organizers Raymond Foye, an independent curator, and Wave Hill Senior Curator 

Jennifer McGregor invited the artists to exhibit together for the first time, and create new works of art in 

response to Wave Hill’s landscape. The intuitive joy and optimism that one feels walking through the spring 

garden is echoed throughout the exhibition in Glyndor Gallery. Each artist occupies a room and presents a unique 

experience. The works on view invite extended and repeated looking; collected together in a single exhibition, 

they promise a sublime experience.  Alchemy & Inquiry dovetails with the mission of Wave Hill, a public garden 

and cultural overlooking the Hudson River and Palisades, to explore human connections with the natural world.  

 

 For Taaffe, Tomaselli and Winters, making art involves immersion in natural history, science, and alchemy, with 

inspiration ranging from arcane botanical illustrations to birding field guides and complex weather charts. Each 

has developed an individual approach that internalizes diverse cultural sources while skillfully synthesizing 

visual, cultural, literary and scientific ideas. The term “alchemy” in the exhibition title alludes to the 

transformation evident in their work on many levels―chemical, magical, and spiritual.  In his illuminating 

catalogue essay, Peter Lamborn Wilson, artist, poet and scholar of Sufism and Western Hermeticism, examines 

the roots in alchemy and Hermeticism that unite the work of Winters, Tomaselli and Taaffe. Alchemy & Inquiry 

travels to James Cohan Gallery in Shanghai next fall. 

 

Alchemy & Inquiry Artists 

 

Philip Taaffe 

While taking his cues from diverse cultural sources, Philip Taaffe energizes each work through inspiration drawn 

from architecture, anthropology and art history. Taaffe has explored techniques as diverse as paper marbling, 

decalcomania, linocut and gold leafing. His literary and artistic collaborators have included William Burroughs, 

Paul Bowles, Mohammed Mirabet and Stan Brakhage. Nature printing is one of the many approaches he has 

studied and utilizes in his paintings and prints. Taaffe has been participating in international exhibitions for 

several decades, including the Carnegie International, Philadelphia (1991); the Biennale of Sydney (1996); and 

Biennial Exhibitions, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York (1987, 1991, 1995); with individual survey 

exhibitions at IVAM, Valencia, Spain (2000); Galleria d'Arte Moderna, San Marino, Italy (2004);  the 

Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg, Germany (2008); and the Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin (2011). His work is 

included in numerous public collections, including The Museum of Modern Art, New York; the Philadelphia 

Museum of Art; the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New 

York; the San Francisco Museum of Art; and Museo Nacional Reina Sofia, Madrid. He studied at Cooper Union, 

New York, NY. 
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Fred Tomaselli 

An encyclopedic interest in popular culture and art history informs Fred Tomaselli’s approach, as does his 

engagement with the world around him through gardening, kayaking and bird-watching. Leaves from his own 

garden are the first layer in the composition of Coldframe. His recent mid-career survey opened at the Aspen Art 

Museum in Aspen (2009); and traveled to the Tang Museum at Skidmore College in Saratoga; and the Brooklyn 

Museum of Art (2010).  His work has been included in solo exhibitions at White Cube, London; and James Cohan 

Gallery, New York. Fred Tomaselli: Monsters of Paradise originated at The Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh, 

Scotland (2004); and traveled to Domus Artium, Salamanca, Spain; the Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin; and 

The Rose Art Museum of Brandeis University, Waltham, MA (2005). His work has been included in numerous 

group exhibitions, such as the Biennale of Sydney (2010); 2004 Biennial Exhibition, Whitney Museum of 

American Art, New York; and The Heavenly Tree Grows Downward: Selected Works by Harry Smith, Philip 

Taaffe and Fred Tomaselli, James Cohan Gallery, New York (2002). Tomaselli earned his BA in Painting and 

Drawing from California State University, Fullerton, CA.  

 

Terry Winters 

Nature has been a source for Winters beginning with works inspired by John Cage’s studies in mycology, 

ecological systems, indeterminacy and chance. His studies in architecture, both indigenous and formal, inform 

the structural underpinnings of his work. Throughout his career he has explored topics ranging from biological 

processes, scientific and mathematical fields, to the interaction of information technologies and the human 

mind.  He delves deeply into process and material in his paintings, prints and drawings. Winters has exhibited 

extensively, and his work is included in important collections in the United States and Europe. He has had seven 

solo exhibitions at Matthew Marks Gallery, New York, most recently showing his “Knotted Graph” paintings in 

2008. His other solo exhibitions were presented by the Douglas F. Cooley Memorial Art Gallery at Reed 

College, Portland, OR; the Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin (2009); The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 

New York (2001); and Whitechapel Gallery, London (1999). The survey exhibition Terry Winters: Paintings, 

Drawings, Prints 1994-2004 originated at The Addison Gallery of American Art, Andover, MA, and traveled to 

the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston and the Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego (2004). Winters 

received a BFA from Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY.  
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Wave Hill          675 West 252
nd

 St   Bronx, NY 10471            718.549.3200              www.wavehill.org 

 

HOURS   Open all year, Tuesday–Sunday and many major holidays: 9AM–5:30PM.  

    Closes 4:30PM, October 15–April 14 

GALLERY HOURS 10AM─4:30PM 

ADMISSION $8 adults, $4 students and seniors 65+, $2 children 6–18 

    Free Tuesday, Saturday morning until noon. Free to Members and children under 6. 

 

DIRECTIONS–Getting here is easy. Located only 30 minutes from midtown Manhattan, Wave Hill’s free shuttle van 

transports you to and from our front gate and Metro-North’s Riverdale station, and the 242nd Street stop on the #1 subway 

line. Limited onsite parking is available for $8 per vehicle. Free off-site parking nearby with continuous, complimentary 

shuttle service to and from our front gate. Complete directions, shuttle bus schedule at www.wavehill.org. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE VISUAL ARTS PROGRAM IS PROVIDED BY the Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc., the Milton & 

Sally Avery Arts Foundation, The Greenwall Foundation and with public funds from the New York State Council on the 

Arts, celebrating 50 years of building strong, creative communities in New York State’s 62 counties. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

#### 

Target Free Days 
 

Target sponsors free Tuesday and Saturday morning 

admission to Wave Hill, providing public access to the 

arts in our community. 


